Clinical significance of erythropoietin levels in renal carcinoma.
The bioassay using the polythemic mice demonstrated persistent erythropoietin (Ep) activity in 24 renal carcinoma patients. Eight patients without clinical evidence of renal carcinoma had Ep levels that were slightly higher than those of controls, suggesting the possibility of occult disease. Increased levels of Ep were noted in 5 patients with other genitourinary carcinomas. This selective study reaffirms the value of Ep as a biologic marker in some renal cell cancers, and occasionally in other genitourinary tumors.